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A German, one of the very few to reach Britain from
war-time Germany, told me that the wealthier Nazis are
more annoyed about this regulation than about the lack
of raw materials for their factories or the impossibility of
getting supplies for their shops.

This German traveller, by the way, brought some most
valuable information with him: a grumble chart. Several
of his friends had worked on it, neutral journalists con-
tributed to it. It was a review of the topics of conversation
most frequent in Germany, a list of complaints, a record
of criticism.

"You must never forget," he said to me, "that the mass
of the people are just depressed and dispirited. But they do
not analyse their feelings as a small minority of intellectuals
do. They have no idea what is wrong with them.

"If you were to tell them that their depression is
probably the result of the strain and privations which
they have undergone for years, they would not understand
what you meant.

"You will hear people who have to crowd into trams
and buses after a long day's work complain that they are
tired. 'Couldn't they do something about transport
facilities?' they ask.

"But it is not so much the ten or twelve hours of daily
work about which they complain. They complain about
the effect it has on them without really knowing the

cause."

It is quite clear that the majority of the German people
have grown into Nazism, and the life which the Nazis
have prepared for them, step by step, without realising
how low their standard of life has become. Bit by bit
things have grown worse, and if they are, to a foreign
observer, appallingly bad now, they do not seem quite so
bad to the people most concerned.
Ew